SWAMI VIVEKANANDA -AS A POET
The inclination of the modern mind at present seems to be towards setting predominant value on the thought of poetry. Therefore, we are not only seeing in a poet a supreme singer but a philosopher, a prophet, a teacher, and sometimes a religious preacher. Vivekananda has all these traits in his poetry. In addition to this, patriotism in his poetry didn't leave hope to be free. His soul is full of enthusiasm, seems to come forth for liberty and freedom. He is bold enough and calls out people of his nation to awake and see the new dawn with afresh sun for a new life. He is patriot and prophet in one.
His patriotism was pervaded with concern for the masses to achieve liberation and win democratic rights. That was truly democratic patriotism. 1 Influence of Vedanta (philosophy) reflects from his poetry. His poems are like mantra of Vedas.
We discover a closer estimation to what we might call the 'mantra' in poetry. The discovery of the word, the divine movement, the form of thought proper to the reality which lies in the apprehension of something stable behind the instability of word and deed. Something that is passion of humanity for something is a dim foreshadowing of the divine urge which is prompting all creation to unfold itself and to rise out of its limitations towards its Godlike possibilities. 2 Nor I, nor thou, nor God, nor man. The 'I' Has All become, the All is 'I' and Bliss.
Know thou art That, Sannyasin bold! Say-'Om Tat Sat, Om!' 3 The mantra and poetic expressions of the genuine spiritual reality are only possible when three highest strengths of poetic speech meet up and become indissolubly one, a highest power of rhythmic movement, the highest intensity of verbal form and thought-stuff of style, and the highest force of the soul's vision of truth. Vivekananda's poetry is harmony of these three elements.
Vivekananda's poetry makes higher the pleasure of instrument and transforms it into the deeper delight of the soul: I look behind and after And find that all is right,
In my deepest sorrows
There is a soul of light. 4 He illustrated in his poetry, the very nature of his thought-power and the distinctive way of expression of the born philosopher: Many of his poems are conversational in style and do little violation to prose syntax.
His words, writes Roman Rolland, are great music. I cannot touch these sayings of his, spread as they are through the pages of books, without receiving an excitement through my body like an electric shock. And what shock, what transports must have been generated when in burning words they issued from the lips of the hero! His style of writing is not very different from that of his equals like -Rabindra Nath Tagore and Aurobindo. His poetry is distinguished for consistency and maturity. His poetry has a smooth musical flow. He has written simply and logically. He is a philosophical poet and proceeds steadily in the treatment of his subject.
On the whole, he certainly occupies a distinctive place in realm of modern Indo-Anglican poetry.
